
PERMITS/NPDES Pre-Construction Application revised 05.2020 

      City of Belleair Bluffs Pre-Construction NPDES Application 

The following application is required for the purposes of pre-construction in order to satisfy 
compliance with the City of Belleair Bluffs city ordinances section 133-4 and 133-5 as it relates 
to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). A copy of the site plan indicating 
the location and type of barriers to be used for sediment control must accompany this application. 
All Applicants must register with the City prior to any pre-construction permit being issued. Once 
this application is approved, you must then apply to the Pinellas County Building Department for 
your building permit. 

Applicant 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code     

Contact Person/Phone     

Site Location 

Type of Work 

FEE PAID 

Note: All Applicants must submit a $10.00 plan review and inspection fee. The inspection fee covers the initial on-site 
compliance inspection. All sites that fail inspection are subject to a $25.00 re-inspection fee for non-compliance for the 
duration of the project. Inspections are made on a weekly basis and post rain events. My signature below indicates that I 
understand and agree to comply with all the regulations referencing NPDES regulations during the project. 

Signature___________________________________ Date_________________________ 
 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY   COBB PERMIT NUMBER:            _____________ 

Site Plan Reviewed by 
NPDES Construction Brochure Provided Yes No 
Erosion Control required Yes No 
Storm water inlet protection required Yes No 

Pre-Inspection Performed by Date 
Compliant: Yes No Findings: 

During Inspection Performed by Date 
Compliant: Yes No Findings: 

Post Inspection Performed by Date 
Compliant: Yes No Findings: 



Funding provided by the NPDES program.   
Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. To obtain accessible  

formats of this document, please call (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD). Produced in cooperation with the  
Pinellas County Marketing & Communications Department.  04/19

on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Watershed Management 

Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or email us at 

watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more information

Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 

urban pollution prevention measures. 

To request additional brochures, please 

contact Pinellas County Watershed 

Management at (727) 464-4425.

Pinellas County Public Works
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.

Correctly
Fertilize

Guide to the Pinellas County 
Fertilizer Ordinance
Guide to the Pinellas County  
Fertilizer Ordinance 

New logos for BMP’s

Pinellas County  
fertilizer regulations 
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance, 

Article VIII, Chapter 58, regulates landscape 

maintenance practices and the sale and 

use of fertilizers containing nitrogen or 

phosphorous to protect Pinellas County’s 

aquatic environment. 

Homeowners, landscapers and lawn  

care services must protect our
aquatic environment by
following the practices
described in the ordinance.
Violators of the fertilizer ordinance may  

be fined up to $10,000 per day.



Fertilizer usage 

best practices  

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay

Best Management Practices or BMPs are procedures 

that should be used to prevent pollutants, such as 

fertilizer, pesticides and other landscape materials 

from entering our stormdrains and polluting our 

waterways:

•  Keep nutrient pollution out of our waterways.  

A Pinellas County ordinance bans the sale and use 

of any lawn or landscape fertilizer with nitrogen 

or phosphorous from June 1 to September 30 to 

protect our aquatic environment during the rainy 

season. Use Florida-friendly yard products that 

contain iron and other micronutrients to ensure 

healthy lawns.

•     All fertilizer applicators must display a Pinellas

County vehicle decal. All landscape maintenance 

staff must display 

a Pinellas County 

vehicle decal.

•  Reclaimed water can contain high amounts  

of nutrients; therefore fertilizers may not be 

needed. Visit the reclaimed water areas map  

on www.pinellascounty.org/fertilizer.

•  Limit application to no more than 4 pounds of 

nitrogen per 1,000 square feet per year.

•  Avoid using phosphorous! Only use  

phosphorous if a soil test says it is needed.

•  Protect our watershed! The Fertilizer-Free  

zone begins 10 feet back from the top of the  

slope towards any seawall or body of water.  

•  Sweep it up. Whisk any fertilizer granules that  

fall onto sidewalks, streets or driveways back  

into the landscape.

•  Watch the weather. Rainstorms don’t water in 

fertilizer they wash it away – wasting your  

money and polluting our water.  

•  Ask for credentials when you hire landscape  

or fertilizer companies.

Due to years of excess use, Pinellas County 

waters have received too much nitrogen and 

phosphorous! We all pay for the treatment 

of our surface waters. It is much more cost-
effective to keep excess nutrients out of  
our waterways by using BMPs than to 

remove the pollution once it is there. 

Pollution prevention  
is up to you!
Streets and stormdrains are part of the drainage 

system which protects developed areas from 

flooding. Everything that enters the streets 

and stormdrains flows directly into waterways 

without treatment and causes pollution. 

Who can you contact?
To report illegal dumping, or for more 

information, call (727) 464-4425, M-F,  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For questions on waste 

disposal, contact Pinellas County Solid  

Waste at (727) 464-7500. For 24 hour  

voicemail (non-emergency spills only),  

call (727) 464-5060. 



Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 

urban pollution prevention measures. 

To request additional brochures, please 

contact Pinellas County Environmental  

Management at (727) 464-4425.

Pool Construction  
& Maintenance 

Best Management Practices

Pool Construction  
& Maintenance 

Best Management Practices

Clear
Let’s Make it
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on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Watershed Management 

Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or email us at 

watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more information

Pinellas County Public Works, Watershed Management
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

Working Together to  
Protect Our Watershed!

 
Report concerns within City of Belleair Bluffs to  

(727) 584-2151 or visit: www.belleairbluffs.org

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.

Pinellas County  
stormwater regulations
City of Belleair Bluff’s stormwater ordinance, 

Article XV, Chapter 1 and Chapter 133 are 

intended to protect the water quality and 

natural habitat of creeks, lakes and marine 

waters that receive discharge from our 

drainage system. The ordinance states that 

any discharge to the drainage system or to 

a waterway that is not composed entirely 

of stormwater is prohibited. This means 

that pollutants of any kind, including 

leaves, grass clippings, tree trimmings 

and other yard waste may not enter 
the street, stormdrain or 
gutter. Violators of the stormwater 

ordinance may be fined up to $500 per day, 

and payment for cleanup costs may  

be required.



Pool Construction and Maintenance  

best practices  
Pollution prevention  
is up to you!
Streets and stormdrains are part of the 

drainage system which protects developed 

areas from flooding. Everything that enters  

the streets and stormdrains flows directly  

into waterways without treatment and 

can cause pollution. Disposing of pool 

construction or maintenance discharge 

materials in the street or stormdrain is 

prohibited by law.

Who can you contact?
To report illegal dumping or for more 

information, call (727) 464-4425, M-F,  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For questions on waste 

disposal, contact Pinellas County Solid  

Waste at (727) 464-7500. For 24 hour  

voicemail (non-emergency spills only),  

call (727) 464-5060. 

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay

Best management practices or BMPs are 

procedures that should be used to prevent 

pollutants, such as contaminated wash water 

and construction materials from entering our 

stormdrains and polluting our waterways:

 •  Before draining, ensure pool water contains  

0.01 mg/L of chlorine or less.

 •  Drain water to vegetated areas such as lawns  

or gardens. Ensure this does not cause erosion.

 •  Particulate filter material, such as diatomaceous 

earth, must be disposed of in a dumpster or 

other approved receptacle.

 •  During pool construction, observe all standard 

construction best management practices. These 

include protecting storm inlets on and offsite 

with appropriate protection devices.

 •  Do not store construction materials (sand,  

gravel, etc.) in the road. Keep all materials  

within the construction site properly.

 •  Have a concrete equipment washout area at 

construction sites where masonry or concrete 

waste can harden.

 •  If an equipment leak occurs, make sure the leak 

is repaired as soon as possible. Use an absorbent 

material, such as clay or kitty litter, to collect 

the free product and dispose of the absorbed 

materials in the trash. Utilize a drip pan to  

collect any leaking fluids, and recycle or dispose 

of the fluids properly. Train all personnel in 

proper procedures to avoid and clean up spills.



New logos for BMP’s
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on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Watershed Management 

Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or email us at 

watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more informationPinellas County  
stormwater regulations
Pinellas County’s stormwater ordinance, 

Article VI, Chapter 58, is intended to 

protect the water quality and natural 

habitat of creeks, lakes and marine 

waters that receive discharge from our 

drainage system. The ordinance states 

that any discharge to the drainage system 

or to a waterway that is not composed 

entirely of stormwater is prohibited. 

This means that pollutants of any kind, 

including contaminated wash water and 

construction materials, may not enter 
the street, stormdrain or 
gutter. Violators of the stormwater 

ordinance may be fined up to $10,000 per 

day, and payment for cleanup costs may  

be required.

Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 

urban pollution prevention measures. 

To request additional brochures, please 

contact Pinellas County Watershed 

Management at (727) 464-4425.

Pinellas County  
Environment and Infrastructure

Watershed Management
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.

Clean
Keeping it

Painters, Remodelers 
& Concrete Workers 
Best Management Practices

Painters, Remodelers 
& Concrete Workers 
Best Management Practices



Painters, remodelers and concrete workers 

best practices  

Best management practices or BMPs are  

procedures that should be used to prevent 

pollutants, such as paints, solvents, mortar,  

other harsh chemicals and their contaminated  

wash water from entering our stormdrains  

and polluting our waterways.

•  Do not operate small mixers in the road right- 

of-way. Set up small mixers on tarps or heavy plastic 

drop cloths. Contain contaminated water on-site.

•  Never dispose of masonry washout into the  

street, stormdrain or drainage ditches. Empty 

mixing containers and wash out chutes onto a  

designated concrete washout area. 

•  Sweep up and dispose of small amounts of  

excess dry concrete, grout and mortar in the trash.

•  Do not place fill materials, soil or compost  

piles on the sidewalk or street.

•  Always store both dry and wet materials under 

cover, protected from wind, rainfall and runoff,  

and away from stormdrains and waterways.

 •  Wash concrete and/or brick areas only when wash 

water can flow onto pervious areas. Drain wash 

water onto a surface which has been bermed so 

that materials can dry and be reused, recycled or 

placed in the trash. 

 •  Ensure your on-site dumpster is covered at all times.

 •  Schedule grading and excavation projects for dry 

weather. Cover excavated material and stockpiles 

of asphalt, sand, etc. with plastic tarps to protect 

from wind and rainfall.

 •  Prevent erosion by temporarily or permanently 

stabilizing loose soil.

Who can you contact?
To report illegal dumping or for more information, 

call (727) 464-4425, M-F, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 

questions on waste disposal, contact Pinellas 

County Solid Waste at (727) 464-7500. For 24 hour 

voicemail (non-emergency spills only), call  

(727) 464-5060. 

If you work with paint products...
•  Keep all liquid paint products away from the 

street, gutter and stormdrains. Liquid residues 

from thinners, solvents, flues and cleaning  

fluids are hazardous waste. When thoroughly 

dry, used brushes, rags, drop cloths, and empty 

paint cans (lids off) may be disposed as trash.

•  Never put flammable products such as  

oil-based paint or thinner down any drain  

or into the garbage!

•  Never clean brushes or rinse paint containers 

into a street, gutter, or stormdrain. For oil-based 

paints, get paint out of brushes as much as 

possible, then rinse in the sink or onto a heavy 

plastic drop cloth. Let dry and then dispose in 

the trash.

•  Chemical paint stripping residue, including 

saturated rags, are hazardous waste.

•  Chips and dust from paints containing lead or 

tributyltin are hazardous waste.

•  When stripping or cleaning building exteriors with 

high-pressure water, use sandbags or berms, or 

seal the stormdrain with plugs or rubber mats.

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay

New logos for BMP’s
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on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Watershed Management 

Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or email us at 

watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more informationPinellas County  
stormwater regulations
Pinellas County’s stormwater ordinance, 

Article VI, Chapter 58, is intended to 

protect the water quality and natural 

habitat of creeks, lakes and marine 

waters that receive discharge from our 

drainage system. The ordinance states 

that any discharge to the drainage system 

or to a waterway that is not composed 

entirely of stormwater is prohibited. 

This means that pollutants of any kind, 

including detergents and wastewater, 

organic compounds, oil, grease, metals, or 

bacteria and viruses may not enter 
the street, stormdrain or 
gutter. Violators of the stormwater 

ordinance may be fined up to $10,000 per 

day, and payment for cleanup costs may 

be required.

Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 
urban pollution prevention measures. 
To request additional brochures, please 
contact Pinellas County Watershed 
Management at (727) 464-4425.

Pinellas County  
Environment and Infrastructure

Watershed Management
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

Pollution
Preventing Urban

Commercial & Industrial 
Businesses 

Best Management Practices

Commercial & Industrial  
Businesses 

Best Management Practices

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.



Commercial and industrial businesses 

best practices  

Pollution prevention  
is up to you! 
Streets and stormdrains are part of the drainage 

system which protects developed areas from 

flooding. Everything that enters the streets and 

stormdrains flows directly into waterways without 

treatment and causes pollution. Disposing of 

wastewater, debris and toxic chemicals in the 

street or stormdrain is prohibited by law.  

Waste Management
•		Ensure	oil	and	water	separators	are	maintained	

and cleaned regularly.

•		Ensure	that	garbage	cans	and	dumpsters	do	not	
have any leaks and drain plugs are secure.

•	Keep	lids	on	dumpsters	and	trash	cans.

Best Management Practices or BMPs are procedures 
that should be used to prevent pollutants, such 
as toxic chemicals, construction materials and 
detergents from entering our stormdrains and 
polluting our waterways.

•		Consider	simple	solutions	first,	such	as	protecting	
the source of pollution by covering it from weather 
elements (wind, rain, etc).

•		Seek	less	toxic	alternative	chemicals	or	processes	 
that eliminate the need for chemicals.

•		Clean	up	spills	immediately	using	absorbent	
materials and properly dispose of used absorbents.

•		Regularly	sweep	around	the	site	but	do	not	hose.	 
Bag it, seal it and dispose of it!

•		Train	and	educate	your	employees	on	urban	 
runoff prevention, spill prevention and response.

•		Never	dispose	wash	water	to	the	stormdrain	
system.  Properly dispose of it in a sanitary  
sewer (utility sink, floor drain, or toilet).

•	Have	spill	kits	available.	

•		Use	smaller	containers	for	working	with	chemicals	
instead of a bulk container. 

•		Keep	lids	and	bungs	on	all	outdoor	storage	containers.

Facility
•		Ensure	stormwater	collection	systems	are	

maintained and functioning as designed.

•		Ensure	cooling	tower	wastewater	blown	down	
does not enter surface water; it may contain metals 
and algaecides. 

•		Ensure	all	wastewater	is	plumbed	to	the	sanitary	sewer.	

•		Roof	drains	should	not	be	plumbed	directly	to	
surface waters or county right-of-ways.

•		Regularly	inspect	for	leaks	and	clean	equipment,	
vehicles and chemical storage areas.

Vehicle and Equipment  
Maintenance and Washing
•		Use	a	drip-pan	to	collect	fluids	from	leaking	vehicles,	
equipment	and	storage	containers.	Repair	leaks	
immediately.

•		Store	chemicals	in	a	secondary	container	and	out	of	
the weather elements.

•		If	a	commercial	car	wash	is	unavailable	(commercial	
car washes drain into the sewer system and 
treatment plant), wash vehicles over gravel,  
dirt or grass to prevent runoff. 

Who can you contact?
For hazardous waste handling and disposal, 
contact	the	Pinellas	County	Hazardous	Waste	
Small Quantity Generator Program at (727) 464-
7518. To report illegal dumping or for more 
information, call (727) 464-4425, M-F, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. For questions on general waste disposal, 
contact Pinellas County Solid Waste at (727) 
464-7500. For 24-hour voicemail (non-emergency 

spills only), call (727) 464-5060. 

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay

New logos for BMP’s
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on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Watershed Management 

Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or email us at 

watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more information

Landscape 
Maintenance 

Best Management Practices

Green
Keeping it

Landscape 
Maintenance 

Best Management Practices

Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 

urban pollution prevention measures. 

To request additional brochures, please 

contact Pinellas County Watershed 

Management at (727) 464-4425.

Pinellas County Public Works, Watershed Management
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

Working Together to  
Protect Our Watershed!

 
Report concerns within City of Belleair Bluffs to  

(727) 584-2151 or visit: www.belleairbluffs.org

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.

Pinellas County  
stormwater regulations
City of Belleair Bluff’s stormwater ordinance, 

Article XV, Chapter 1 and Chapter 133 are 

intended to protect the water quality and 

natural habitat of creeks, lakes and marine 

waters that receive discharge from our 

drainage system. The ordinance states that 

any discharge to the drainage system or to 

a waterway that is not composed entirely 

of stormwater is prohibited. This means 

that pollutants of any kind, including 

leaves, grass clippings, tree trimmings 

and other yard waste may not enter 
the street, stormdrain or 
gutter. Violators of the stormwater 

ordinance may be fined up to $500 per day, 

and payment for cleanup costs may  

be required.



tLandscape Maintenance  

best practices  Tips on proper landscape 
maintenance
•  Mow high; St. Augustine and Bahia grass 

should not be mowed lower than 3.5 inches 

tall. This makes it more drought-tolerant and 

pest-resistant

•  Do not over-prune palms; never remove  

green fronds

•  Do not over water. Make sure sprinklers are  

adjusted to avoid hitting the road or driveway.

Visit http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu for more information. 

Who can you contact?
To report illegal dumping or for more 

information, call (727) 464-4425, M-F,  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For questions on waste  

disposal, contact Pinellas County Solid  

Waste at (727) 464-7500. For 24 hour  

voicemail (non-emergency spills only),  

call (727) 464-5060.  

New logos for BMP’s

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay

Best management practices or BMPs are procedures 

that should be used to encourage healthy yards 

and prevent excess nutrients from entering our  

stormdrains and polluting our waterways:

•  Collect lawn and garden clippings, pruning waste 

and tree trimmings. Compost, use curbside pick-up 

or dispose at a solid waste facility.

•  Keep the clippings. Don’t blow your leaves or 

clippings into the road. Mulch them into the lawn. 

They can supply up to 50% of the nitrogen your 

grass needs.

•  Prevent erosion by temporarily or permanently 

stabilizing loose soil.

•  Ensure all landscape company employees are 

BMP certified - it’s the law!

•  Protect landscape materials from wind and  

rain by storing them under tarps or secured 

plastic sheeting. Schedule grading and  

excavation projects during dry weather. 

•  Ensure all chemicals and fuels are in covered 

storage. Train personnel in proper clean up  

and disposal procedures.

•  Use pesticides sparingly and according to 

instructions on the label. If you’re not  

following the label, you’re breaking the law.

•  Avoid mowing with the discharge chute  

facing toward the road or drainage ditches. 

Instead, mow toward the center of the lawn.

•  Repair leaking equipment. Absorb fluids and 

recycle or dispose of them properly. Contact 

Pinellas County Solid Waste for details.



Best Management Practices for 
Power Washing

Best Management Practices for 
Power Washing 

on what YOU can do to keep our waterways 

clean, our watersheds healthy or to report 

pollution, call the Environmental 
Management Hotline at (727) 464-4425 or 

email us at watershed@pinellascounty.org.

For more information

The health of our  

stormwater  

matters.

Wash
The Better Way to

Funding provided by the NPDES program. Produced in cooperation with the Pinellas County Marketing 
and Communications Department. Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. To 

obtain accessible formats of this document, please call (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).  08/16

Pinellas County  
stormwater regulations
Pinellas County’s stormwater ordinance, 

Article VI, Chapter 58, is intended to 

protect the water quality and natural 

habitat of creeks, lakes and marine waters 

that receive discharge from our drainage 

system. The ordinance states that any 

discharge to the drainage system or to a 

waterway that is not composed entirely 

of stormwater is prohibited. This means 

that pollutants of any kind, including 

contaminated wash water, detergents, and 

construction materials may not enter 
the street, stormdrain or 
gutter. Violators of the stormwater 

ordinance may be fined up to $10,000 per 

day, and payment for cleanup costs may  

be required.

Only rain  
down the drain!
This brochure is one of a series describing 

urban pollution prevention measures. 

To request additional brochures, please 

contact Pinellas County Environmental 

Management at (727) 464-4425. 

Pinellas County Public Works

Environmental Management
(727) 464-4425

www.pinellascounty.org/environment

Best Management Practices for 
Power Washing 



Power washing 

best practices  

Best Management Practices or BMPs are procedures 

that should be used to prevent pollutants, such 

as contaminated wash water, from entering our 

stormdrains and polluting our waterways.

•  Use dry cleanup methods - mops, brooms, rags 

or wire brushes to clean pavement, buildings 

and equipment as much as possible before 

pressure washing. Then use vacuums or other 

machines to remove and collect loose debris 

before applying water.

•  Prior to washing, protect all stormdrains and 

create a containment area with berms, rubber 

mats and tarps or take advantage of low ground 

to keep wash water contained. Make sure this 

practice does not flood the area or affect vehicle 

or pedestrian traffic. Pump or vacuum up all 

wash water in the contained area.

•  Never dispose of wash water into the street, 

stormdrains, drainage ditches or streams.

•  Use phosphate free detergents.

•  Wash vehicles and equipment on grassy or gravel 

areas so that the wash water can seep into the ground.

•  Minimize water use by using high-pressure, low 

volume nozzles.

•  With the property owner’s permission, pump or 

pour the wash water to landscaped areas that will 

not run off to a stormdrain. Otherwise, drain it to 

the sanitary sewer through an interior building 

drain, sink or private sewer clean-out. Discharges 

to sewers should not contain hazardous materials, 

grease, grit or any material that could clog piping.

•  The remaining sediments should be swept or 

vacuumed up.

•  Do not wash equipment or vehicles outdoors on 

days when rain is probable.

A word about  
‘biodegradable’ soaps 

‘Biodegradable’ is a popular marketing term that 

can be misleading. Because a product is labeled as 

biodegradable doesn’t mean that it is non-toxic. 

Some products are more toxic than others, but  

none are harmless to aquatic life. Soapy water 

entering the stormdrain system can impact fish  

and other wildlife within hours.

Power washing  
and the ecosystem
Power washing is any activity that uses a water 

pressure system, including steam cleaning, to 

clean vehicles, equipment, sidewalks, buildings, 

dumpsters or other impervious surfaces. In 

addition to water, detergents, degreasers and 

other products may be used in commercial 

power washing.

Who can you contact?
To report illegal dumping, or for more 

information, call (727) 464-4425, M-F,  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For questions on waste 

disposal, contact Pinellas County Solid  

Waste at (727) 464-7500. For 24 hour  

voicemail (non-emergency spills only),  

call (727) 464-5060. 

Watershed
where we LiveWorkPlay



Preventing roof runoff from entering  
the stormsewer system protects the health  

and safety of the watershed. 

In some areas, roof downspouts are 
connected directly to the stormsewer 
system or even waterways. When it rains, 
stormwater hits the roof surface where  
it collects pollutants such as roofing  
materials and bird waste. The rain water 
is then washed into the gutters and is 
transported into the stormsewer system  
or waterway. Disconnecting a roof 
downspout from drainage systems or 
waterways helps keep roof runoff from 
overloading the sewer system and adding 
pollutants to our waters.

Roof runoff can be easily redirected to a 
yard, garden or other landscaping where 
it will soak through the soil. It can also 
be redirected to a rain barrel or cistern 
for irrigation or storing it for future use. 
Preventing runoff from going over your 
driveway and directly into the street will 
also alleviate potential flooding problems.

Preventing roof runoff from entering the 
stormsewer system protects the health  
and safety of the community.

Benefits are Great
•  Downspout disconnection reduces the  

amount of water in the stormsewer 
system and helps prevent flooding.

•  Storing or using roof runoff for irrigation 
conserves water and can reduce water bills.

•  Disconnection is simple, inexpensive, 
effective and easily integrated into the 
landscape design.

Maintenance is Low 
•  Check periodically to ensure the 

discharge location has proper erosion 
control and drainage.  

•  Check materials for leaks or defects and 
remove accumulated leaves or debris, 
especially from gutters.

•  Most materials last for about 10 years and 
can be easily replaced.

Disconnecting is Simple   
A common method of residential dis-
connection is to cut the downspout above  
the standpipe (step 1), plug or cap the 
standpipe (step 2), and attach an elbow (step 3),  
an extension piece and splashguard (step 4) 
that directs runoff to the receiving area.

For disconnection to be safe and effective, 
the downspout must discharge into a 
suitable receiving area. Ensure the discharge 
stays on your property and does not 
negatively impact neighbors.

Stormwater Quality is Improved
Roof runoff contains pollutants deposited 
from the air, particles of roofing material 
and nutrients from bird and animal waste. 
The concentrations of these pollutants will 
be reduced in the stormsewer system as the 
runoff water is filtered naturally through 
the plant roots in the garden.

Have Questions? Need help?  
Call the Pinellas County Public Works 
Department, (727) 464-4425 or visit  
www.pinellascounty.org/watershed

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Pinellas County Ordinance No. 06-13, Chapter 58, 
Article VI requires illegal connections to be dis-
connected from the stormsewer and waterways 
with daily penalty fees for noncompliance.

Removing Roof Drainage Connections 
It’s the Law!

Roof Drain 
Connection

Water flows  
to lakes, creeks, ponds,  

gulf and bay waters

Stormdrain 
Connection

Rain barrels can be purchased at various 
locations, for ideas visit: 
www.askextension.org/questions/125

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
To obtain accessible formats of this documnet, please call (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD). 09/15
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